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1. InTROdUCTIOn 

the european commission is perhaps the one true european Institution. 
the President of the commission is elected by the european Parliament, 
after a candidate has been designated by the european council taking 
into consideration the results of the european parliamentary elections. 
furthermore, the President of the commission then appoints the college 
of commissioners, a body of european politicians in charge of drafting, 
proposing and enforcing eu regulations. the college is composed of 28 
members, one President and 27 commissioners, one for each Member 
state. Although these men and women are proposed by national 
governments, it is the President of the commission who appoints them. 
Parliament then needs to approve the commission as a whole, and 
has the power to veto the entirety of the college of commissioners if 
the candidates fail to prove, during public hearings in Parliamentary 
commissions, that they are indeed the adequate choice for the position. 

once the commissioners are appointed, they leave their national interests 
behind, and are supposed to act solely on the basis of the interests of the 
union. As such, the european commission is the only european Institution 
where nationalities no longer play a role in the day to day affairs. 

the european commission came into being when the european 
executives (the administrative bodies of the european coal and steal 
community, the european economic community and the european 
Atomic energy community), were combined in 1967 into one body, the 
european commission. 

At first, the Institution was characterized by its moderate profile. This 
was so until the appointment of Jacques delors in 1985, a french finance 
Minister who revolutionized the way in which the Commission operated. 
he is credited with giving the commission a new goal and purpose, and 
of reviving the european dream of integration by pushing a federalist 
agenda. Before his arrival, the process of european integration had 
faded from the minds of European citizens and governments, lacking 
in leadership and direction. his was the initiative to create the single 
Market, perhaps europe’s greatest achievement, and he laid the ground 
for further integration in terms of monetary, economic and political union. 

since then, the commission has become the executive branch of a union 
which accounts for the largest market of goods and services in the world in 
terms of GDP, as well as over 500 million citizens. The Commission, as the 
main executive body of the eu, plays today a vital role, not just in shaping 
the everyday lives of europeans, but also those of people across the 
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“The European 
Commission has 

evolved from a mere 
administrative body 

to a political and 
regulatory titan”

globe. Indeed the european union 
is the world’s trading powerhouse, 
and has laid the regulatory 
standards for a majority of goods 
and services that not only affect 
europe, but countries and people 
around the globe. 

the european commission has 
evolved from a mere administrative 
body in 1967 to a political and 
regulatory titan, negotiating 
free trade agreements with the 
united states and canada, or for 
instance, impeding large mergers 
of companies that are not legally 
established in europe.

2. A nEw COmmISSIOn

the last european elections of May 
2014 delivered a deeply divided 
Parliament, as it has been typical 
in every other european election 
since 1979, when europeans were 
fist called to the ballot boxes to 
elect their representatives in 
strasbourg. these elections were, 
however, different.

For the first time the main 
political groups in europe ran for 
election with a candidate to stand 
for election as President of the 
european commission, were he or 
she to succeed in securing the largest 
number of seats in Parliament. this 
was to mark the beginning in the 
largest internal power struggle that 
europe had experienced until then. 

the european council, that is to 
say the congregation of heads of 
state and/or government of the 
28 Member states, had always 
appointed the President of the 

commission taking into consideration 
the results the elections. now they 
faced an emboldened Parliament 
that sought to come up on top 
of the arm struggle between the 
representatives of the states and 
the representatives of the People. 

following weeks of backroom 
negotiations and media speculation, 
the Council finally gave into 
Parliament’s demands and proposed 
Jean-claude Juncker (candidate for 
the winning european People’s Party) 
as President of the commission.

3. ThIS TImE IT’S dIffEREnT

during his acceptance speech to 
Parliament, Jean-claude Juncker 
laid out a series of ground breaking 
proposals that sought to bring an 
end to business as usual in Brussels. 
he hinted at a new structure for 
the commission, with the aim to 
improve efficiency and cut down 
on overlapping bureaucracy. less 
was to be more for the new college 
of commissioners. furthermore, 
when the President chose his 
team for the new political term, 
he did so with a new air of 
transparency, publishing pictures 
of the interviews he held with 
each of the candidates, an unseen 
move in Brussels until then. once 
the commissioners were chosen, 
Juncker made yet again another 
sign that he meant to change 
the ways of the commission and 
published a series of letters to 
each commissioner in which he 
presented the work that was 
expected of each of them. these 
were known for their name in 
french, the Lettres de Mission.
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“this time it’s different”, said 
Juncker before Parliament on the 
day of his election, and indeed so it 
seems. the President has completely 
reorganized the structure of 
the commission, creating seven 
political vice-presidencies in charge 
of coordinating the work of several 
commissioners. the college of 
commissioners now operates in a 
much more executive manner, with 
political heavyweights coordinating 
the principal policy areas of the 
Juncker commission.
 

4. POwERS

the european commission is 
the most powerful of the eu 
Institutions. According to article 
17 of the consolidated treaties, 
also known as the treaty of lisbon, 
“[t]he commission shall promote 
the general interest of the union 
and take appropriate initiatives to 
that end”. not only is it the union’s 
executive body, but it also holds 
the sole competence or monopoly 
over legislative initiative and, has 
the power and duty to ensure that 
eu regulation is implemented.

Legislative Initiative

As the sole eu Institution with the 
power to propose legislation the 
commission is responsible for the 
totality of the aquis communautaire. 
this has often led to challenges by 
Parliament, which has gained in 
power increasingly since its creation 
and now holds co decision power on 
a majority of eu regulation. 

the Parliament and the council can 
make requests to the commission 
to draft legislation, but those 

requests need not be answered by 
the commission. 

Executive Power

the european commission holds 
executive power, which previously 
was held by the european council, 
giving the commission consent to 
exercise. however, ever since the 
treaty of lisbon came into force, 
and according to article 17, “[i]
n carrying out its responsibilities, 
the commission shall be 
completely independent”.

Enforcement

the commission is in charge of 
the application of the measures 
taken, and of the enforcement of 
the treaties. It is also in charge of 
supervising the application of union 
law under the control of the court 
of Justice of the european union. 

furthermore, it is in charge of 
the execution of budget and 
manages union programmes and, 
according to article 17, “shall 
exercise coordinating, executive 
and management functions, as laid 
down in the treaties”.

with the exception to the common 
foreign and security Policy, the 
commission will be in charge of 
representing the union with third 
countries.

5. RELATIOnS wITh OThER 
InSTITUTIOnS

EU Parliament

the commission and the 
european Parliament work very 

“The Commission 
is responsible 

for the totality 
of the aquis 

communautaire”
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closely together. Indeed, the 
commission monitors the work of 
the parliamentary committees on 
legislation that it has proposed to 
Parliament. All decisions adopted 
by Parliament have a heavy 
imprint by the commission, not 
only do they draft the legislation 
but hey have representatives in all 
the working groups that discuss, 
debate and shape the proposal 
into directives, regulation or 
recommendations.

national Parliaments

the commission also has 
established close relationships 
with national Parliaments, 
fostering contacts with cosAc 
(conference of community and 
european Affairs committees 
of Parliaments of the european 
union). It holds close contacts with 
the permanent representatives 
of Member states, in particular 
with the liaison officers of the 
national legislatures including 
the electronic platform for the 
exchange of data and information 
of national Parliaments (IPeX).

In this particular, the commission 
plays a particular important role 
coordinating the work of national 
parliaments, for the treaty of lisbon 
states that “national Parliaments 
contribute actively to the good 
functioning of the union”.

the commission publishes 
all communications between 
national Parliaments and itself, 
including opinions by the national 
legislatures and the commission’s 
reply on the matters1.

6. COmmISSIOn wORk PRO-
gRAmmE

the commission work Programme 
establishes the Institution’s 
plan for the next five years. 
President Juncker and his team of 
commissioners set out, in a detailed 
document, what the priorities 
will be, and divided the work that 
needs to be done according to the 
policy priorities year by year. 

for 2015, the commission will focus 
on several key areas of policy:

• delivering on our Investment 
Plan for europe.

• An Ambitious digital single 
Market Package.

• Building a european energy 
union.

• A fairer Approach to taxation.

• A european Agenda on 
Migration.

• deeper economic and 
Monetary union.

the commission will also work 
towards strengthening the eu’s 
single market for goods and 
services in order to make european 
industry more productive and to 
the benefit of consumers.

the new program proposes a 
radical new way of working for 
the commission. In comparison 
with previous years when the 
commission had an average of 
130 initiatives to be carried out 

“The new program 
proposes a radical new 
way of working for the 

Commission”

1  http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/secretariat_general/relations/relations_other/index_en.htm
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per year, the 2015 plan only 
presents 23. the goal of this new 
approach is to focus on several 
key areas to ensure that the new 
legislation is adopted.

from the previous work Programme, 
a number of initiatives were still in 
the process of being applied. of the 
over 450 that have been reviewed 
by the present commission, 80 
will be withdrawn or amended for 
political or technical reasons. 
 
the commission has adopted an 
approach of “less is More”. with 
a more detailed and lean work 
programme the commission will 
be able to implement all the 
key legislation necessary for the 
advancement of the eu’s goals. 

2015 initiatives:

1. the Investment Plan for 
europe: legislative follow-up

2. Promoting integration and 
employability in the labour 
market

3. Mid-term review of the 
europe 2020 strategy

4. digital single Market (dsM) 
Package

5. strategic framework for the 
energy union

6. communication on the 
road to Paris – multilateral 
response to climate change

7. Internal Market strategy for 
goods and services

8. labour Mobility Package

9. capital Markets union

10. framework for resolution of 
financial institutions other 
than banks

11. Aviation Package

12. deepening economic and 
Monetary union Package

13. Proposal for a directive with a 
view to providing for compulsory 
exchange of information in 
respect of crossborder rulings

14. Action Plan on efforts to combat 
tax evasion and tax fraud, 
including a communication 
on a renewed approach for 
corporate taxation in the 
single Market in the light of 
global developments

15. trade and Investment 
strategy for Jobs and growth

16. Proposals to complete eu 
accession to the echr

17. european Agenda on security

18. european Agenda on Migration

19. communication on european 
neighbourhood Policy

20. communication on the 
post 2015 sustainable 
development goals

21. Proposal for an inter-
institutional agreement on 
better law-making

22. Proposal for an inter-institutional 
agreement on a mandatory 
transparency register

23. review of the gMo decision-
making process

“The Commission has 
adopted an approach of 

‘Less is more’”
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7. PROfILES Of EUROPEAn COmmISSIOnERS

Jean-Claude Juncker
President 
(luxembourg)
ePP

Responsibilities for the term: 

the President is the head of the european 
commission. According to the treaties, he 
decides on the organization of the Commission, 
allocates portfolios and can make changes at 
any time. the President also determines the 
commission’s policy agenda, defending the ge-
neral european interest. the President is desig-
nated by the european council according to the 
results of the elections, to then be elected by 
the european Parliament in a Plenary session.

Political career:
 
• 2014-present President of the european 

commission.
• 2004-2013 President of the eurogroup.
• 1995-2013 Prime Minister of luxembourg.
• Julio 2009-2013 Prime Minister, Minister of 

state, Minister for the treasury.
• 1999-2009 Prime Minister, Minister of state.
• 1989-2009 Minister of finance.
• 1984-1999 Minister for employment.

TEAm

martin Selmayr chief of staff

Clara martínez-
Alberola

deputy chief of staff

Sandra kramer cabinet member

Richard Szostak cabinet member

Léon delvaux cabinet member

Luc Tholoniat cabinet member

Paulina dejmek-hack cabinet member

Carlo Zadra cabinet member

Antoine kasel cabinet member

Telmo Baltazar cabinet member

Pauline Rouch cabinet member
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frans Timmermans
first Vice-President
(netherlands)
s&d

Responsibilities for the term: 

• coordinating the work on better regulation 
within the commission, ensuring that every 
proposal respects the principles of subsidia-
rity and proportionality, which are at the 
heart of the commission's work.

• coordinating the commission's work on the 
rule of law and ensuring that every com-
mission proposal and initiative complies 
with the charter of fundamental rights.

• guiding the work of the commissioner for 
Justice, consumers and gender equality 
and the commissioner for Migration and 
home Affairs.

• Horizontal responsibility for sustainable 
development.

• oversees the european commission's rela-
tions with the other european institutions 
and promoting a new partnership with 
national Parliaments.

• coordinating the work on transparency.

Political career: 

• 2012-2014 Minister of foreign Affairs of the 
netherlands.

• 2010-2012 Member of the dutch Parlia-
ment, representing Patij van de Arbeid 
(dutch labor Party).

• 2007-2010 Minister of european Affairs of 
the netherlands.

• 1998-2007 Member of the dutch Parlia-
ment, representing Patij van de Arbeid 
(dutch labor Party).

TEAm

Ben Smulders chief of staff

michelle Sutton deputy chief of staff

Riccardo maggi cabinet member

Bernd martenczuk cabinet member

Sarah nelen cabinet member

Liene Balta cabinet member

Antoine Colombani cabinet member

Alice Richard cabinet member
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federica mogherini
Vice-President of the 
commission and high 
representative of 
the union for foreign 
Affairs and security 
Policy 
(Italy)
s&d

Responsibilities for the term:

• leading the Project "europe in the world"
• representing the eu at international fora 

such as the united nations.
• chairing the commission's group on exter-

nal Action to deliver a common approach 
for eu action on the world stage.

• regularly reporting back to the 
commission's President and to the whole 
college about geopolitical developments.

• coordinating the work of all commissioners 
in charge of external relations portfolios.

Political career: 

• 2014 high representative of the union for 
foreign Affairs and security Policy / Vice-
President of the commission.

• 2013-2014 head of the Italian delegation to 
the nAto Parliamentary Assembly.

• 2008-2014 Member of the Italian Parlia-
ment.

• 2008-2013 Member of the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the council of europe.

TEAm

Stefano manservisi chief of staff

Oliver Rentschler deputy chief of staff

Peteris Ustubs cabinet member

Arianna Vannini cabinet member

felix fernandez-Shaw cabinet member

michael Curtis cabinet member

Iwona Piorko cabinet member

Anna Vezyroglou cabinet member

fabrizia Panzetti cabinet member

Enrico Petrocelli cabinet member

Igor driesmans cabinet member
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Igor driesmans

kristalina georgieva
Vice-President Budget 
& human resources 
(Bulgaria)
ePP

Responsibilities for the term:

• leading the project "Budget and human 
resources".

• negotiating and managing the eu budget.
• reporting on how the budget is spent to 

the european Parliament, the council and 
the european court of Auditors.

• Protecting the eu budget from fraud and 
corruption.

• developing a corporate talent-management 
policy

• Making sure that women account for 40% of 
the commission's senior and middle mana-
gement by the end of 2019.

Political career: 

• 2008-2010 Vice-President and corporate 
secretary of the world Bank.

• 2007-2008 world Bank director for strategy 
and sustainable development.

• 2004-2007 world Bank director for the 
russian federation.

TEAm

mariana hristcheva chief of staff

Andreas Schwarz deputy chief of staff

Elisabeth werner cabinet member

dimo Iliev cabinet member

Angelina gros-
Tchorbadjiyska

cabinet member

michael Jennings cabinet member

Sophie Alexandrova cabinet member

daniel giorev cabinet member
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Andrus Ansip
Vice-President digital 
single Market 
(estonia)
Alde

Responsibilities for the term:

• leading the Project "digital single Market".
• creating a connected digital single market 

and making europe a world leader in 
information and communication technology.

• Breaking down national silos in telecoms 
regulation, in copyright and data protection 
legislation and in the management of radio 
waves.

• helping build the framework conditions 
for protecting citizens online, including 
fighting against cybercrime.

• simplifying consumer rules for online 
shopping.

• Mobilizing additional public and private 
investment for infrastructure such as 
broadband networks.

• Promoting digital and e-government 
approaches in national and eu 
administrations. 

• supporting the development of cultural and 
creative industries in europe.

Political career: 

• 2014 Member of the european Parliament, 
Vice-President of the Alde group.

• 2014 Member of the estonian Parliament.
• 2005-2014 Prime Minister of estonia.
• 2004-2005 estonian Minister of economic 

Affairs and communications.
• 2004 President of the reform Party.
• 1998-2004 Mayor of tartu.

TEAm

Juhan Lepassaar chief of staff

kamila kloc deputy chief of staff

maximiliano Strotmann cabinet member

Laure Chapuis cabinet member

Jörgen gren cabinet member

Aare JÄRVAn cabinet member

hanna hinrikus cabinet member

Jeremy Smith cabinet member
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Maroš Šefčovič
Vice-President energy 
union 
(slovakia)
s&d

Responsibilities for the term:

• leading the Project "energy union".
• establishing a european energy union 

by connecting infrastructures, enforcing 
legislation and increasing competition 
to help drive down costs for citizens and 
businesses and boost growth.

• working to prevent energy shortages, 
diversifying sources of energy imports 
and ensuring a united european voice 
in negotiations to improve our energy 
security.

• Helping to mobilize additional 
investment in power grids, renewable 
energy installations and other energy 
infrastructure.

• Improving energy efficiency, especially for 
buildings

• coordinating the commission's efforts to 
ensure the eu reaches its climate and 
energy targets for 2020 and 2030.

Political career: 

• 2010-2014 european commissioner and 
Vice-President for Inter-Institutional rela-
tions and Administration.

• 2009-2010 european commissioner for edu-
cation, training, culture and Youth.

• 2004-2009 slovakian Ambassador to the 
european union.

TEAm

Juraj nociar chief of staff

Bernd Biervert deputy chief of staff

Peter Van kemseke cabinet member

Christian Linder cabinet member

Ľubomíra Hromková cabinet member

manuel Szapiro cabinet member

dagmara maria koska cabinet member

Gabriela Kečkéšová cabinet member
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Valdis dombrovskis
Vice-President euro & 
social dialogue 
(latvia)
ePP

Responsibilities for the term:

• leading the Project "euro and social 
dialogue".

• Presenting proposals to deepen the 
economic and Monetary union.

• Making decisions on the support for 
struggling Eurozone countries more 
democratically legitimate and better taking 
into account the social impact they might 
have.

• developing proposals to encourage further 
structural reforms in Eurozone countries.

• Reviewing the fiscal and macroeconomic 
surveillance legislation and the new 
budgetary rules.

• enhancing the convergence of economic, 
fiscal and labor‑market policies between 
eu countries (european semester).

• Promoting social dialogue and engaging 
with social partners at eu level.

Political career: 

• 2014 Member of the latvian Parliament.
• 2011 founder and Board Member of the 

Political Party Unity (Vienotība).
• 2009-2014 Prime Minister of the republic of 

latvia.
• 2004-2009 Member of the european Parlia-

ment.
• 2002-2004 Minister of finance.

TEAm

Taneli Lahti chief of staff

massimo Suardi cabinet member

karolina Leib cabinet member

Jan Ceyssens cabinet member

Raquel Lucas cabinet member

Elina melngaile cabinet member

Žaneta Vegnere cabinet member

gints freimanis cabinet member
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Jyrki katainen
Jobs, growth, 
Investment and 
competitiveness
(finland)
ePP

Responsibilities for the term:

• leading the project team "Jobs, growth, 
Investment and competitiveness".

• delivering the new jobs, growth and 
investment program.

• coordinating the mid-term review of the 
europe 2020 strategy, europe's economic 
growth strategy.

• Pursuing structural reforms in eu countries 
and ensuring, together with the Vice-
President for the euro and social dialogue 
that the eu's economic policy coordination 
is successful and takes account of the 
social impacts of reforms.

• helping improve the business environment 
to make europe a more attractive place in 
which to work and invest.

Political career: 

• 2011-2014 Prime Minister of finland.
• 2007-2011 Minister of finance and deputy 

Prime Minister of finland.
• 2006-2012 Vice-President of the european 

People’s Party.
• 2004-2014 President of the finnish national 

coalition Party.

TEAm

Juho Romakkaniemi chief of staff

hilde hardeman deputy chief of staff

Edward Bannerman cabinet member

miguel gil-Tertre cabinet member

Valerie herzberg cabinet member

heidi Jern cabinet member

Aura Salla cabinet member

grzegorz Radziejewski cabinet member
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günther Oettinger
digital economy & 
society
(germany)
ePP

Responsibilities for the term:

• Preparing ambitious legislative steps 
towards a connected digital single Market

• Adding more ambition to the ongoing reform 
of the eu's telecoms rules and developing 
a common approach to managing radio-
spectrum use across the eu.

• Modernizing copyright rules.
• developing measures to make online 

communications and data more secure.
• supporting the deployment of a high-

quality, digital infrastructure.

Political career: 

• 2010-2014 european commissioner for 
energy.

• 2005-2010 Minister President of Baden-
württemberg.

• 2005-2009 chairman of cdu in Baden-
württemberg.

TEAm

michael hager chief of staff

Eric mamer deputy chief of staff

Anna herold cabinet member

Bodo Lehmann cabinet member

Paula Pinho cabinet member

markus Schulte cabinet member
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Johannes hahn
european neighborhood 
Policy & enlargement 
negotiations
(Austria)
ePP

Responsibilities for the term:

• deepening relations with neighbors of 
the eu to the south and east, in the eu's 
interest and in the interests of our partners

• Promoting stability at europe’s borders 
and helping neighboring countries to 
develop stable democratic institutions and 
to become more prosperous, under the 
european neighborhood Policy.

• coordinating the eu's offer of closer 
cooperation in areas like trade, mobility, 
energy, and education to create tailor-
made partnerships to develop relations 
with each neighbor. 

• continuing ongoing eu membership 
negotiations, and helping to prepare those 
countries with a membership perspective 
for future challenges.

• supporting pre-accession countries in 
implementing democratic and economic 
reforms, upholding the rule of law, 
strengthening economic governance and 
competitiveness, developing a well-
functioning public administration, and 
building bridges with neighboring countries.

Political career: 

• 2010-2014 european commissioner for 
regional Policy.

• 2007-2010 Austrian Minister for science and 
research.

TEAm

michael karnitschnig chief of staff

Emma Udwin deputy chief of staff

hanna Jahns cabinet member

kyriacos Charalambous cabinet member

Colin Scicluna cabinet member

Christine grau cabinet member

david müller cabinet member
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Cecilia malmström
trade 
(sweden)
Alde

Responsibilities for the term:

• Pursuing an ambitious trade agenda to the 
benefit of European citizens, SMEs and the 
broader economy.

• representing the eu in the world trade 
Organization (WTO) and other international 
trade fora.

• negotiating bilateral trade agreement 
with key countries, including reaching a 
balanced and reasonable transatlantic 
trade and Investment Partnership (ttIP) 
with the u.s. that respects europe’s 
safety, health, social and data protection 
standards, and our cultural diversity.

• developing a strong foreign direct 
investment policy.

• evaluating the use of europe's trade 
defense instruments and deciding on the 
best way forward.

• strengthening the eu's strategic partnership 
with Africa.

• working with developing countries to 
include them in the world trading economy, 
and uphold european values such as 
human rights, social and environmental 
protection.

Political career: 

• 2010-2014 european commissioner for home 
Affairs.

• 2006-2010 swedish Minister for eu affairs.
• 2007-2010 Vice-President for folkpartiet 

(swedish liberal Party).
• 2001-2010 Member of folkpartiet Party 

executive.

TEAm

maria Åsenius chief of staff

miguel Ceballos Baron deputy chief of staff

Christian Burgsmüller cabinet member

nele Eichhorn cabinet member

Cecile Billaux cabinet member

Jon nyman cabinet member

Joakim Larsson cabinet member

Jolana Mungengová cabinet member

Catrine norrgård cabinet member
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neven mimica
International 
cooperation & 
development
(croatia)
s&d

Responsibilities for the term:

• ensuring the eu delivers on its 
commitments to the Millennium 
development goals to reduce poverty.

• working with national governments in a 
way that makes the eu's development aid 
more effective.

• launching negotiations on a revised 
cotonou agreement with the African, 
Caribbean and Pacific Group of States.

Political career: 

• 2013-2014 european commissioner for 
consumer Policy.

• 2011-2013 croatian deputy Prime Minister for 
Internal, foreign and european Policy.

• 2008-2011 deputy speaker of croatian 
Parliament, chair of the european Integration 
committee.

• 2004-2008 Member of croatian Parliament.

TEAm

nils Behrndt chief of staff

Irena Andrassy deputy chief of staff

maud Arnould cabinet member

Paolo Berizzi cabinet member

denis Cajo cabinet member

maria-myrto 
kanellopoulou 

cabinet member

Ivan Prusina cabinet member
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miguel Arias Cañete
climate Action & energy
(spain
ePP

Responsibilities for the term:

• Increasing europe's energy security by 
diversifying sources of energy imports and 
uniting europe's negotiating power in talks 
with non-eu countries.

• selecting energy infrastructure projects to 
help establish a european energy union.

• Proposing new eu laws and rules to 
implement the 2030 climate and energy 
framework and steering negotiations with 
the european Parliament and national 
governments.

• further develop an eu policy for renewable 
energy to make the eu the world leader in 
the sector.

• strengthening and promoting the emissions 
Trading System, the flagship of EU climate 
policy.

Political career: 

• 2011-2014 Minister for Agriculture, food and 
environment.

• 2009-2011 Member of the Administrative 
Board of Bami newco.

• 2008-2011 President of the Joint committee 
of the european union, spanish Parliament.

• 2008-2014 congressman for Madrid.
• 2004‑2008 Congressman for Cadiz.
• 2000-2004 Minister for Agriculture, food and 

environment.
• 2000‑2004 Senator for Cadiz.
• 1987-1999 Member of the european 

Parliament.
• 1982‑1986 Senator for Cadiz.

TEAm

Cristina Lobillo Borrero chief of staff

Pierre Schellekens deputy chief of staff

Yvon Slingenberg cabinet member

Isaac Valero Ladron cabinet member

Silvia Bartolini cabinet member

gonzalo de mendoza 
Asensi

cabinet member

Joachim Balke cabinet member
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karmenu Vella
environment, Maritime 
Affairs and fisheries
(Malta)
s&d

Responsibilities for the term:

• Protecting the environment while 
maintaining europe's competitiveness.

• harnessing the potential of the land 
and seas to create sustainable jobs that 
preserve our natural resources.

• Implementing the new common fisheries 
Policy.

• leading the task, with our global 
partners, of defining the management and 
governance of our planet’s oceans.

Political career: 

• 2013-2014 Minister for tourism and Aviation.
• 2010-2013 chairman of the orange travel 

group.
• 2008-2013 group coordinator for the labor 

Party Parliamentary group.
• 2008-2010 executive chairman of corinthia’s 

Mediterranean construction co.

TEAm

Patrick Costello chief of staff

gabriella Pace deputy chief of staff

Jürgen müller cabinet member

Aurore maillet cabinet member

András Inotai cabinet member

Andrew Bianco cabinet member

Lanfranco fanti cabinet member

Antonina Rousseva cabinet member

Bryan Synnott cabinet member
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Vitenis Andriukaitis
health & food safety
(lithuania)
s&d

Responsibilities for the term:

• Modernizing and simplifying EU food safety 
policy while keeping the current high level 
of safety and ensuring existing policies 
have maximum effect.

• ensuring the commission is ready to 
support the eu’s capacity to deal with crisis 
situations in food safety or pandemics.

• reviewing the laws that oblige the 
Commission to authorize genetically 
modified organisms (GMOs)

• Building up knowledge on the performance 
of national health systems to shape 
national and eu policies.

• help to address the challenge of increased 
calls on national health services at a time 
of intense pressure on public finances.

Political career: 

• 2014 Vice-President of the world health 
Assembly.

• 2012-2014 Minister for health.
• 2001-2004 Vice-President of the lithuanian 

Parliament.
• 1999-2000 Party leader of lietuvos 

Socialdemokratų Partija (Social Democratic 
Party of lithuania).

TEAm

Arūnas Vinčiūnas chief of staff

nathalie Chaze deputy chief of staff

Paula duarte gaspar cabinet member

Arūnas Ribokas cabinet member

Jurgis gurstis cabinet member

Annika nowak cabinet member

marco Valletta cabinet member
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dimistris Avramopoulos
Migration, home Affairs 
and Citizenship
(greece)
ePP

Responsibilities for the term:

• Improving border control by boosting 
the effectiveness of the border agency 
frontex and by pooling resources from eu 
countries.

• Making sure the common european asylum 
system is fully implemented, while 
developing a strategy to improve the 
response to emergency situations, with a 
focus on solidarity and cooperation with 
non-eu countries.

• dealing with irregular migration.
• Identifying where the eu can make a 

real difference in fighting terrorism 
and radicalization, with an emphasis on 
addressing the problem of foreign fighters.

• Focusing on the fight against crime that 
undermines eu policies, such as human 
trafficking, smuggling and cybercrime, and 
by helping to tackle corruption, including 
strengthening police cooperation.

• Reaching out to citizens, notably by making 
use of the ‘Europe for Citizens’ program.

Political career: 

• 2013-2014 Minister of national defense.
• 2012-2013 Minister of foreign Affairs.
• 2011-2012 Minister of national defense.
• 2010-2014 Vice President of the new 

democracy Party.

TEAm

diane Schmitt chief of staff

Polykarpos Adamidis deputy chief of staff

kostas Sasmatzoglou cabinet member

Sofia Asteriadi cabinet member

Eleni Romaidou cabinet member

Oliver Bergeau cabinet member

Chirissa mela cabinet member



23

EuropEan union: ThE TimE for JunckEr 

marianne Thyssen
employment, social 
Affairs, skills and labor 
Mobility
(Belgium)
PPe

Responsibilities for the term:

• ensuring that employment and social 
policy are at the center of the european 
semester.

• Promoting the free movement of workers 
so that people can take up vacant jobs 
in other eu countries and employers can 
adequately fill vacancies.

• contributing to the growth and investment 
package and funding initiatives that 
support access to the labor market.

• ensuring decent and safe working 
conditions and equal opportunities for all 
on the labor market.

• stepping up the struggle against inequality 
and poverty.

• ensuring that all commission proposals and 
activities take the impact on employment 
and social issues fully into account and 
contribute to a deeper and fairer economic 
and Monetary union.

• contributing to the effectiveness and 
fairness of the eu’s social market economy 
by building on the specific responsibilities 
attributed to her position and fully 
harnessing all eu instruments.

Political career: 

• 2008-2010 Party leader of the flemish 
christian-democratic Party.

• 2004-2009 first Vice-President of the ePP.
• 1999-2014 head of the Belgian delegation of 

the ePP group in the european Parliament.
• 1991-2014 Member of the european 

Parliament.

TEAm

Stefaan hermans chief of staff

Ruth Paserman deputy chief of staff

Baudouin Baudru cabinet member

Inge Bernaerts cabinet member

Vasiliki kokkori cabinet member

Julie Anne fionda cabinet member
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Pierre moscovici
economic and financial 
Affairs, taxation and 
customs
(france)
s&d

Responsibilities for the term:

• ensuring the economic soundness of 
commission proposals and deepening the 
economic and Monetary union to create 
the conditions for jobs, growth, and 
investment.

• ensuring enforcement of the stability and 
Growth Pact and reviewing its fiscal and 
macroeconomic surveillance legislation 
(six-pack) and budgetary rules (two-pack).

• encouraging further structural reforms in 
Eurozone countries and making decisions 
about support for struggling countries more 
democratically legitimate.

• developing a value added tax (VAt) system 
at eu level, improving the functioning of 
the internal market in both direct and 
indirect taxation and fighting tax fraud and 
tax evasion.

• Developing and managing an efficient EU 
customs union.

Political career: 

• 2014-present european commissioner for 
economic and financial Affairs, taxation and 
customs 

• 2014 Member of the french national 
Assembly, 4th constituency in the doubs

• 2012-2014 Minister for economy and finance

• 2008-2012 President of the Pays de 
Montbéliard Agglomération (PMA - greater 
Montbéliard Authority). 

• 2008-2014 city councilor of Valentigney, 
franche-comté region.

TEAm

Olivier Bailly chief of staff

Reinhard felke deputy chief of staff

maria Elena Scoppio cabinet member

Simon O’Connor cabinet member

fabien dell cabinet member

Ioana diaconescu cabinet member

malgorzata Iskra cabinet member
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Christos Stylianides
humanitarian Aid & 
crisis Management
(cyprus)
ePP

Responsibilities for the term:

• ensuring that the emergency response 
coordination centre is always ready to help 
eu countries in need.

• enabling authorities in europe to better 
fight natural and man‑made disasters, by 
promoting cooperation and joint action.

• Building close relationships with the un, 
ngos and civil society to make joint 
humanitarian work more effective.

• Making sure that the EU can finance all 
commitments made to humanitarian work 
and that budget rules are respected.

Political career: 

• 2014 Member of the european Parliament.
• 2013-2014 government spokesperson.
• 2011-2013 Vice-chair of the committee on 

foreign and european Affairs.
• 2011-2013 elected Member of the Bureau of 

the. osce Parliamentary Assembly.

TEAm

Themis Christophidou chief of staff

kim Eling deputy chief of staff

Sohail Luka cabinet member

davinia wood cabinet member

myrto Zambarta cabinet member

mathieu Briens cabinet member

Zacharias giakoumis cabinet member
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Phil hogan
Agriculture & rural 
development
(Ireland)
ePP

Responsibilities for the term:

• ensuring that eu agricultural and rural 
development policies promote growth, 
investment and new jobs.

• reviewing the effectiveness of eu spending 
on agriculture and rural development.

• Identifying how european agriculture can 
be more energy efficient and can lower its 
carbon dioxide emissions.

• examining ways to simplify direct payments 
for farmers.

Political career: 

• 2011-14 Minister for environment, 
community and local government.

• 2013 President of the council of eu 
environment Ministers.

• 2012-14 chairman of the european People’s 
Party of environment Ministers.

• 2010-11 national director of elections for 
the fine gael party.

TEAm

Peter Power chief of staff

Elisabetta Siracusa deputy chief of staff

dermot Ryan cabinet member

Tom Tynan cabinet member

Shane Sutherland cabinet member

Cristina Rueda-Catry cabinet member

Carl-Christian Buhr cabinet member

kevin keary cabinet member
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Jonathan hill
financial stability, 
financial services and 
capital Markets union
(united kingdom)
Aecr

Responsibilities for the term:

• Ensuring that financial markets are properly 
regulated and supervised so that they are 
stable, competitive and transparent, at the 
service of jobs and growth. this includes the 
full implementation of the Banking union.

• establishing a capital Markets union by 
2019, for all 28 Member states of the eu, 
and maximizing the benefits of capital 
markets and non‑bank financial institutions 
for the rest of the economy, and in 
particular sMes.

• Proposing measures to make financial 
services work better for consumers and 
retail investors.

• Promoting global consistency in regulation 
and the implementation of agreed 
standards and principles in cooperation with 
international partners.

Political career: 

• 2013-14 leader of the house of lords and 
chancellor of the duchy of lancaster.

• 2010-13 under-secretary of state for 
education.

TEAm

matthew Baldwin chief of staff

nathalie de Basaldúa deputy chief of staff

denzil davidson cabinet member

Chantal hughes cabinet member

Sebastian kuck cabinet member

mette Tofdal grolleman cabinet member

Lee foulger cabinet member
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Violeta Bulc
transport
(slovenia)
Alde

Responsibilities for the term:

• Pushing forward work on trans-european 
transport networks and promoting cross-
border transport connections.

• facilitating travel by ensuring optimal 
connections between different transport 
modes, such as railway and air transport.

• Basing new policies increasingly on the 
"user pays" principle, while preventing 
discrimination.

• completing negotiations on the new railway 
regulations (fourth railway package) and 
pursuing the single european sky policy.

• developing common eu standards for 
transport safety and security to improve the 
international environment for transport.

Political career: 

• 2014 Minister responsible for development, 
strategic Projects and cohesion.

TEAm

marjeta Jager chief of staff

désirée Oen deputy chief of staff

matej Zakonjšek cabinet member

damijana Pondelek cabinet member

nikolaus Von Peter cabinet member

Jocelyn fajardo cabinet member

natasa Vidovic cabinet member
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Elżbieta Bieńkowska
Internal Market, 
Industry, 
entrepreneurship and 
sMes
(Poland) 
ePP

Responsibilities for the term:

• renewing the strategy for completing 
the single market for goods and services, 
including extending the list of products 
to be recognized in all EU countries and 
eliminating remaining obstacles.

• Bringing industry's weight in the eu's gdP 
back to 20% by 2020, from less than 16% 
today, by stimulating investment in new 
technologies, improving the business 
environment and easing access to markets 
and to finance.

• Identifying new sources for jobs and growth.
• encouraging eu countries to make defense 

markets more efficient and open to EU‑
wide competition by cooperating in defense 
contracts and using synergies.

• setting the right regulatory conditions for 
the development of space applications and 
services in europe and delivering innovative 
projects such as copernicus and gAlIleo.

Political career: 

• 2014–present european commissioner for 
Internal Market, Industry, entrepreneurship 
and sMes.

• 2013–2014 deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Infrastructure and development.

• 2007–2013 Minister of regional 
development.

• 1999–2007 director, regional development 
Office – Marshal’s Office of Silesia Region.

TEAm

Tomasz husak chief of staff

kristian hedberg deputy chief of staff

Carsten Bermig cabinet member

Justyna morek cabinet member

fabrice Comptour cabinet member

Jakub Cebula cabinet member

Agnieszka drzewoska cabinet member
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Vera Jourová
Justice, consumers and 
gender equality
(Czech Republic)
s&d

Responsibilities for the term:

• fighting discrimination, promoting gender 
equality and pursuing negotiations on the 
proposed Anti-discrimination directive, 
which would ban discrimination in all areas 
where the eu has jurisdiction.

• ensuring the swift adoption of the eu data 
protection reform and modernizing and 
simplifying consumer rules for online and 
digital purchases.

• concluding negotiations with the united 
states on a data protection agreement to 
protect the privacy of EU citizens wherever 
they live.

• setting up an independent european Public 
Prosecutor's office by 2016 to protect the EU 
budget from fraud and reinforcing judicial 
cooperation on criminal matters.

• concluding the eu's accession to the 
convention for the Protection of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms of the 
council of europe

• ensuring that all commission proposals 
respect the european charter of 
fundamental rights.

Political career: 

• 2014 Minister for regional development.
• 2006-13 Managing director, Primavera 

consulting ltd. – eu funds consultant.

TEAm

Renate nikolay chief of staff

daniel Braun deputy chief of staff

Isabelle Perignon cabinet member

Eduard hulicius cabinet member

kevin O’Connell cabinet member

Simona Constantin cabinet member

monika Ladmanova cabinet member
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Tibor navracsics
education, culture, 
Youth and sport
(hungary)
ePP

Responsibilities for the term:

• Identifying how to invest in and modernize 
europe's education systems, so that they 
help people to find rewarding work and 
support economic growth.

• strengthening partnerships between 
universities and the world of work and 
expanding international student exchanges 
through erasmus+.

• helping to reach the targets of the europe 
2020 strategy in the field of education.

• Promoting our cultural diversity by helping 
europe’s artists and creators to reach new 
audiences and exploit new media.

• Promoting culture as a catalyst for 
innovation, economic growth and new jobs.

• empowering young people of all social 
and cultural backgrounds so that they can 
participate fully in civic and democratic life.

Political career: 

• 2014 Minister of foreign Affairs and trade.
• 2010-2014 deputy Prime Minister, Minister of 

Public Administration and Justice.
• 2006-10 Member of Parliament.
• 1998-2002 head of department, Prime 

Minister’s Office.

TEAm

Jonathan hill chief of staff

Adrienn Király deputy chief of staff

Christine mai cabinet member

Patricia Reilly cabinet member

krzysztof kania cabinet member

Szabolcs Horváth cabinet member
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Corina Creţu
regional Policy
(romania)
s&d

Responsibilities for the term:

• Identifying how eu structural and 
investment funds can be better geared 
towards creating jobs and growth.

• Protecting the eu budget from fraud by 
verifying that regional funds are spent 
according to the rules.

• continuously monitoring the effectiveness 
of spending programs to create regional 
growth.

• Identifying how the eu structural and 
Investment funds can help establish a 
european energy union and complete the 
digital single market.

Political career: 

• 2011-present Vice-President of Partidul 
social democrat (social democratic Party).

• 2014 Vice-President, european Parliament.
• 2007-14 Member of the european 

Parliament.
• 2008-10 Member of the Board, 

Parliamentary. network on the world Bank.

TEAm

mikel Landabaso chief of staff

gabriel Onaca deputy chief of staff

Ioana Rus cabinet member

Dragoş Bucurenci cabinet member

Jan mikolaj 
Dzięciołowski

cabinet member

Tomáš Nejdl cabinet member

mathieu fichter cabinet member

Ioannis Latoudis cabinet member
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margrethe Vestager
competition
(denmark)
Alde

Responsibilities for the term:

• Mobilizing competition policy tools and 
market expertise to contribute, where 
appropriate, to creating jobs and promoting 
growth.

• developing the economic and legal approach 
of assessing competition issues and 
monitoring the market.

• effectively enforcing competition rules in 
the areas of antitrust, cartels, mergers and 
state aid.

• strengthening the commission's reputation 
worldwide and promoting international 
cooperation in competition issues.

Political career: 

• 2011-2014 deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister for economic Affairs and the 
Interior.

• 2001-2014 Member of the national 
Parliament

• 1998-2001 Minister of education.
• 1998-2001 Minister of ecclesiastical Affairs.

TEAm

ditte Juul-Jørgensen chief of staff

Linsey mcCallum deputy chief of staff

Søren Schonberg cabinet member

Astrid Cousin cabinet member

friedrich wenzel Bulst cabinet member

Claes Bengtsson cabinet member

Christina holm-Eiberg cabinet member

mette dyrskjøt cabinet member

Thomas george cabinet member
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Carlos moedas
research, science and 
Innovation
(Portugal)
ePP

Responsibilities for the term:

• Making sure that research funding programs, 
notably Horizon 2020, contribute to the 
commission's jobs, growth and investment 
package.

• Promoting the international excellence 
of the eu's research and science and 
strengthening research capacities and 
innovation across all Member states

• evaluating how eu-funded research can be 
used more effectively.

• ensuring that commission proposals are 
based on scientific evidence.

• encouraging private companies to apply 
research to meet challenges faced by 
society and create more high-quality jobs.

Political career: 

• 2014-present european commissioner for 
research, science and Innovation.

• 2011-14 secretary of state to the Prime 
Minister of Portugal.

• 2011 Member of the Portuguese Parliament.
• 2010-11 senior economic Advisor of the 

Portuguese social democratic Party (Psd).

TEAm

António Vicente chief of staff

giulia del Brenna deputy chief of staff

maria da graça 
Carvahlo

deputy chief of staff

keith Sequeira cabinet member

Evelyn Lecoq cabinet member

Alfredo Sousa de Jesus cabinet member

José mendes Bota cabinet member
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José Isaías Rodríguez is Vice-President of european Affairs in 
llorente & cuencA. he is Vice-President of the employers group 
of the european economic and social committee and member of 
the Board of the european training foundation. José Isaías is one 
of the leading professionals in his field, with extensive knowledge 
of european Affairs, and an expert in relations between spanish 
companies and the european authorities. he began his career 
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director of the european communities department. for the last 25 years, ever 
since spain entered the european communities, he has represented the interests 
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from 36 European countries), being the Director of the Brussels Office of the 
ceoe. he has also been deputy secretary general of the ceoe for two years. Mr. 
Isaías Rodríguez holds a Degree in Economic Sciences by the University of Seville, 
a Master’s degree in european studies by the catholic university of louvain 
and a diploma in european studies by the spanish Ministry of foreign Affairs 
(diplomatic school).

jirodriguez@llorenteycuenca.com
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